St Cyril the Great
The Life Giving Flesh

Since the flesh of the Savior has become life-giving (in that it has been united to that
which is by nature life, namely, the Word from God), when we taste of it, then we
have life in ourselves, since we too are united to that flesh just as it is united to the
Word who indwells it. That is why, when he raises the dead, the Savior is found to
act not by a word alone or by God-befitting commands, but he rushes to employ his
holy flesh in particular as a kind of coworker as well, thus showing that it has the
power to give life (...). So when he raised the synagogue leader’s daughter by
saying, “Child, arise,” he took her by the hand, as it is written (...) And if through
the mere touch of his holy flesh he gives life to that which has decayed, how will we
not gain the life-giving blessing more richly when we also taste the blessing.

On John 6:53; transl. D. R. Maxwell,
in Ancient Christian Texts, Vol I, p 530-531.

éx Tov ‘Ayiov KvpiAdov
Emntelmeg Cwomolog yéyove tov LwtnEog 1) 0aes, Ate Of 1) Katd
dvow Nvopévn Con, @ &k Oeov dnAovott Adyw, dtav avtng
amoyevowpeda, tote TV Cwnv €xopev év EUTOLS OLVEVOVUEVOL
Kal NUels avth), kabdmeg o0V avTN T@ Evolknoavtt Adyw. dix Yo
TOL TOUTO KAl €V TG TOVS VEKQOUG davioTav, ov Adyw HOVOV, 0VdE
T01G Oe0mMEETETLY ETUTAYHUAOTLY O LT €VEQYWV eVQIOKETAL AAAX
OLVEQYATNV WOTEQ TV TIROG TOVTO O1 HAALOTA TV AYlov avTov
AapBavery nretyeto oagka, tva detcvoin Cwomotetv duvapévny (...).
Kal youv Ote TO TOU AQXLOLVAYWYOL KOOV diaviotn Aéywv “H
nailg €yelpal,” €KQATNOE TNG XEWOS avtng, kaba yéyoarmtal(...).
Kkal el dwx povne admne e aylag ocaprkog Cwomoteltat To
dtePpOaguévov, Twe ovXL TAOLOWWTEQAY ATIOKEQOAVOUUEV THV
Cwomolov evAoyiav, Otav avTng kal dmtoyevowHeO;

PG 73, 577; Pusey 1.530-531.
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